The larval host plants of some families of Indian Lepidoptera such as the Papilionidae, Saturniidae and Sphingidae are relatively well known (Bell & Scott 1937; Robinson et al. 2001) . Information on most of the other families is quite incomplete.
The present list consists largely of species bred by the authors at Butterfly Research Centre, Bhimtal, Nainital District, Uttarakhand, India in the Kumaon Himalaya west of Nepal (29 Most of the species recorded were obtained as wild larvae in various instars from forests in Nainital District between 1200m and 2400m elevation. The places visited were mainly in the Bhimtal and Sattal valleys (1200-1500 m), the Bhowali Valley (1600m), the Gagar pass (2400m), Maheshkhan forest (2200m) and Rata forest (2200m) at all seasons, opportunistically over a period of 20 years but focussed on Maheshkhan, Gagar and Rata forests during 2008 to 2009. All the above mentioned locations are within a 50-km radius of Bhimtal. Since the same species was often encountered in different locations within the district, we have refrained from giving exact locations in the list. Voucher specimens of the material bred are in the authors' personal collection at the above address.
In addition, an invitation to the Forest Research Institute in Dehra Dun to the senior author resulted in the identification of a number of moths that had lain unidentified in the Indian National Forest Insect Collection since the 1930s. Several of these had been bred in different parts of India and Burma and the localities on their data labels are mentioned in this list. It should be noted that the names of several localities have changed during the intervening 80 years. The original names on the data labels have been noted so as to facilitate reference to these specimens, while the currently valid names have been mentioned in parenthesis. Similarly, names of plants on which the Lepidoptera were bred are, in many cases, not currently valid. Nevertheless, these have been mentioned as noted on the original data labels and the current botanical names included in parenthesis. In one case (Pseudomicronia coelata Moore), it was not possible to discover the author or family of the plant name mentioned on the data label, yet this name has been included in the hope that others are more fortuitous than the present authors. In another case, (Nephele hespera Fabricius) it was not possible to locate the authority for the species of plant (Carissa affinarium) mentioned on the moth's data label, so this name has been listed as such. All specimens in the Forest Research Institute have been distinguished by an asterisk in the following list.
The Sypnini (Erebidae) do not seem to have a subfamily placement yet (I.J. Kitching pers. comm.) so it has been placed as a Tribe in the Erebidae.
In addition, there are eight records, one each by Antram (1924) , Bailey (1951) and Troup (1899) , two by Mackinnon & de Nicéville (1897 -1898 and three by Wynter-Blyth (1957) that appear to have been overlooked by subsequent authors, notably Robinson et al. (2001) . These have been included in this list. 
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